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The Person taken into oustody:
committed the below acts in My prasence. D was observed by who told

that he/she saw the arrested person commit the below acts.
was found to have conmwnitted the below acts, resuiting from my (described) investigation.

onee 26th 51, December  [2] ., 25 ,, 0758
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Marsy’s Law CVI
Conet Art.1 § 16(b)
On December 26 2025, Deputies from the Paim Beach County Sheriffs Office responded to
within unincorporat Palm Beach County, for a death investigation. Deputy Mitchell Avila initially
responded to the scene and located the decedent, identified as 97 year old Ratricia Blake, lying on her back in bed, with
sheets covering her body. Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue had, arrived on-scene prior to deputies and pronounced Blake
deceased at 0758 hours. Also present on scene was the daughter of the decedent, Martha Jo Blake.

During the initial investigation, Martha Jo Blake stated that she last saw her mother alive the previous evening at
approximately 2200 hours. She further stated that Patricia Blake had a medical history to include Parkinson disease and a
thyroid disorder. Patricia’ s primary care doctor is oat of state, so the case was referred to the Palm Beach County Medical
Examiner’ s Office for an autopsy.

ENT

E‘ Dr. Reinhard conducted an autopsy of Patricia Blake at 1100hrs, and discovered several things that were suspicious and

k| more consistent with a homicide as opposéd to'a natural death. After conducting the autopsy, the Medical Examiner’ s

| Office notified the Palm Beach County,Sheriffs, Office Violent Crimes Division Homicide Unit to conduct a further
Ylinvestigation. Your affiant met with Dr. Reinhard and learned that upon arrival fo the medical examiner’ s office, staff noticed
g that the entire face from the neck up, with a clear line of demarcation, was a reddish/purple color that is consistent with lividity
upon death. There is a void in the Lividity on the top of the nose which is consistent with something being placed on the face.
During the autopsy, the followinguinjuries were discovered: Starting from the head, there was internal hemorrhaging located
on both sides of the head in the temporalis muscles. Both eyes had hemorrhaging and there was petechiae in the eyeballs
and eyelids. Further petéchiae was observed on the cheeks, and inside the mouth. Petchiae can be associated with
strangulations and lack of oxygen. Hemorrhage was observed around the mouth. During an examination of the neck, a fresh
fracture was found.at the G5 vertebra. Internal hemorrhage was also noted on both sides of the neck. Dr. Reinhard stated
that these combination\of injuries were not consistent with a natural death.

PROBABI

I reviewed the BWEG-video of DS Avila and saw that upon his arrival atjj N NN thc decedent was
discoveréd'lying'on her back in the bed. | also spoke with DS Avila, who told me that he did see discoloration of the face
upon his initial examination of the scene, and did not notice any signs of a struggle upon his initial scene assessment
concerning the Patricia Blake. DS Avila stated that the only thing he found off about the encounter with Martha Blake was
she wanted to stay with the decedent at all times during the investigation. The only occupants of the residence were reported
to be the decedent, Patricia Blake, and her daughter, Martha Jo Blake.
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The Pereon taken into custody:
[J committed the beiow acts in my presence. was observed by who told

that he/she saw the arrested person commit the below acts.

was found to have committed the below acts, resulting from my (described) investigation.

25 0758

at AM D P.M  (specifically inciude facts constituting cause for arrest.)

onme 20th aay o DECEMbDET

. 20

Marsy’s Law CVi

FL. Const. Art.1 § 16(b)
| also noticed that upon DS Avila’ s initial conversation with Martha Jo Blake, there was approximately quarter sized circular
discoloration on the left side of her neck.

Based on the autopsy findings of petechiae in several areas of the face and head, inteal hemorrhage and trauma, your
affiant requested a search warrant of || SN to further search for evidence of the crime of murder.
The search warrant was granted and served at approximately 1900 hours.

When the search warrant was served, Martha Blake was present at the apartment, along with a couple friends. The home
was secured and your affiant conducted an interview(with,Martha Blake. The interview took place within my unmarked
Sheriffs Office vehicle which was parked in front ofthe apartment. | explained to Blake that | was conducting an investigation
into the death of her mother and asked if she would voluntarily provide me with a statement. It was explained that she was
not detained or in-custody, and was free to J€ave at.any time. She acknowledged this and agreed to provide me with a
statement. During the interview, | leamed Martha has been Patricia Blake’ s primary caregiver for approximately five years.
| Her mother suffered from Parkinson’ sdisease, thyroid issues, and general ailments associated with her advanced age of
w97 years old. Martha told me that approximately one and a half years prior, they discussed “Death with Dignity” with

g Patricia’ s primary care physician in Maine, Martha explained that this is a form of assisted suicide. However, Patricia’ s
wlphysician told them she did not qualify due to not having a terminal iliness. Martha told me, Patricia has told her that she did
g not want to live, and has told herthis many times. At one point, they discussed suicide by taking pills, but decided that the
¢|did not have an ing that was lethal that she could take.

NT

A

in a post-Miranda statement.
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Marsy’s Law CVI
FL. Const. Art.1 § 16(b)

Degree Murder, in violation of FSS 782.04 (1A1).

During the execution of the search warrant, detectives were able to recover,a pair of white calf length socks that were in a
shopping bag, within a garbage bag that was on the front porch. Detectives also’recovered the bedding from Patricia’ s
room, along with the clothing that Martha stated she was wearing when shestrangled Patricia

Based on the above facts and circumstances, | believe that probable'cause exists to charge Martha Jo Blake with First
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Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office

Florida State Statute Exemption Sheet
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